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Key Stages 2, 3, 4, A level 
Geography  
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3 days (2 nights) full board
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Slate saw the arrival of the railways to Coniston and mining was so 
extensive that most of ‘Old Man’ is thought to be hollow!  

·  Learn how Cumbria’s mountains have been mined for minerals 
and slate (black gold) and discover how communities grew and 
relied on the industry for a livelihood. 

·  See the remains of a thriving industrial past – the effect on the 
landscape and how man and mountain have co-existed. 

·  Consider the environmental implications of mining and 
quarrying and how modern-day operations survive in the Lake 
District National Park. 

·  Go underground on an interactive CD-rom and view a show 
featuring mining sites of Cumbria. 

·  Take a trail (guided or self-led) in the Coniston area. 

 
NOTE: The only underground tours are at managed and risk 
assessed sites including Honister Slate Mine, Florence Mine and 
Threlkeld Quarry.  

 

·  Coniston Slate – Two Trails, illustrated talks and site visits, 
including a working quarry 

·  Coniston Copper – One Trail, illustrated talks and site visits 

·  Cumbrian Mining – a wider look at mining in the county with 
optional site visits 

 

Pricing (under 18’s): 

September - March   £52.00 
April - August   £54.00 

·  2 nights full board accommodation 

·  FREE Mines and Mountains trails, resource materials and 
education worksheets 

·  Learning modules are available at sites listed in the Pick and 
Mix options and can be booked for you (please see attached 
list) 

·  A FREE site visit is available to discuss the package 

·  The package can be extended to 3,4 or 5 nights. 

·  YHA group membership required (please enquire) 

·  Transport is not included 

�

&� � � � � � �
� � � � � �� ��
 � �

�

&� �� � �

�

' � � � � �� � �
� 
 � � �� � �



·  The cost of a guide (optional) for the Old Man slate trail is not 
included but can be booked through the hostel 

·  The cost of a speaker is not included but can be booked 
through the hostel 
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Please see the following pages for details of the Pick & Mix options available.  
 
Information on activities, fun & games, services, (including financial support), 
travel and booking information can be found on the pages at the back of the 
booklet.� 

Other study packages available at the hostel include: 
 

· Storm Watch Weather Station 
· Green Shoots Environmental Package 
· Lake District National Park Authority Education Modules 

  
 
We can also offer a range of adventure activities through licensed outdoor 
provider Summitreks. These can be tailored to link with weather studies.  
 
Please ask for details. 
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Please select the options you wish to explore from the selection 
below. 
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One of the last working underground slate mines in the country, high 
on the Honister Pass. See how slate is hewn from the mountain and 
worked into a finished product. The underground tour provides an 
ideal wet weather activity. 

Duration:  Contact the Mine for details  

Price:     Discounts available for group bookings   

Supplier:  Honister slate mine – www.honister-slate-mine.co.uk 
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One of the finest collections of mining history in the country. Try your 
hand at gold panning. Free worksheet. 

Duration:  Flexible   

Price:  Adults £3 Children £1.50  

Supplier:  Keswick Mining Museum – 
www.keswickminingmuseum.co.uk 
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A massive granite quarry with mining displays and the largest display 
of vintage excavators in the country. Features include an 
underground reconstruction of a lead / copper mine. 

Duration:  Flexible   

Price: Adults £3 Children £1.50  
Underground tours: Adults £5 Children £2.50 

Supplier:  Threlkeld quarry & mining museum – 
www.threlkeldminingmuseum.co.uk 
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The last deep working iron ore mine in Europe. An underground tour 
is available, together with a mining museum, geology and mineral 
room and mock drift mine. Education packs are available. 

Duration:  Variable  

Price:  Contact the mine   

Supplier:  Florence mine – www.florencemine.co.uk 

�

/ � ��
 � �� �

�

/ � ��
 � �� �

�

/ � ��
 � �0�

�

/ � ��
 � �1�



 

! � �� �� 
 ���� � 	 -�2 
 ��� 
 � 3� � ��
Massive preserved colliery winding engines and pithead gear 
perched on cliffs above Whitehaven. An education pack and 
worksheets are available from the museum. 

Duration:  Variable  

Price:  Free entry   

Supplier:  Haig Pitt - 01946 599949 
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Museum includes a display by the British Geological Survey and 
exhibits from the mines. Teacher’s notes and worksheets available. 

Duration:  Variable  

Price:  Children £2 – group rates available   

Supplier:  Ruskin museum – www.ruskinmuseum.com �
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Please contact the Hostel Manager for further details of these fun, 
motivational activities. 

·  Global Footprint Survey  

·  Minibeast Hunt 

·  Tree Activity Games 

 

Use your evening to have fun and develop skills. 

·  Zefferellis Cinema, Ambleside 

·  Playing fields in the village 

·  Spacious grounds 

 

Make the most of your stay by exploring the local areas and maybe 
further a field. The Hostel manager can help you plan and book your 
activities. 

·  Safe, off-road bridleways from the hostel door (no roads) 

·  Horse-riding in the mountains with a licensed provider 
(beginners upwards) 

·  Interactive computers exploring the area from the hostel 

·  Thrilling adventure pursuits provided by Coniston-based 
Summitreks  

 

The following services are available at YHA Coniston Holly How: 

·  FREE Group membership.  
Please contact Customer Services for further details on 
telephone 0870 770 8868 or email 
customerservices@yha.org.uk 

·  Free planning visit for group leader 

·  Free leader places 

·  3 star accommodation 

·  Assistance with risk assessments  

 

The following facilities are available at YHA Coniston Holly How: 

·  TV and lounge area 

·  Dining / meeting room 
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·  Cycle store 

·  TV Lounge area 

·  Self catering kitchen 

·  Games room 

·  Drying room 

·  Tuck shop 

 
We are passionate about the meals we produce and that’s why all our 
food is prepared using fresh, seasonal ingredients, sourced 
locally where available, prepared and cooked to order. We offer 
flexible meal times to fit in with your itinerary and with prior notice, 
we are happy to cater for any special dietary requests.�
 
 
YHA helps to fund places for disadvantaged children, so they can join 
their friends or classmates on a residential visit with YHA. 

Our short application process makes applying for funding assistance 
easy. Applications are considered on the basis of the number of 
children in the group who are entitled to free school meals, or in a 
family that receives income support and/or housing benefit. Funding 
is subject to availability.  

For more information or to download an application form visit 
www.yha-breaks4kids.org.uk or call 01629 592 696. 

 

To make a booking and for further information call:  

01629 592 700  

or visit www.yhaschooltrips.org.uk �
 
 
 
YHA Coniston Holly How 
Far End, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8DD 
 
Tel: 0845 371 9511 
Email: conistonhhmanager@yha.org.uk 
 
 
How do you get to YHA Coniston Holly How? 
From the north (Ambleside) direction the hostel is signposted to the 
right as you approach the village, immediately after a large double 
bend with green metal railings and a field. This is opposite the 
Hawkshead turning. 
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From all other directions leave the centre of the village on the 
Ambleside road; about 300m from the centre the hostel is signposted 
up the lane to the left (opposite the Hawkshead turning and 
immediately before green railings). 
 
 
Bus information: Frequent from Ambleside and surrounding areas 
 
Train information: Windermere Station (13 miles) (branch line from 
Main Line at Oxenholme) 
 
Tourist Office: 015394 41533 
 
Ordnance Survey Map Number: 96 
 
Grid Reference: SD302981�
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