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Key Stage 2, 3, 4 
Cross curricular  - Science, Geography, P.E, and I.T 
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2 days (1 night) full board
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Pupils will enjoy up to two days of fun activities learning how to 
explore the fascinating Lake District landscape using maps, GPS and 
digital photography led by experienced GPS trained teachers.  

The first day is based from the beautiful riverside setting at YHA 
Borrowdale. An optional second day is available, studying the history, 
geography or science of Borrowdale applying the skills of exploration 
acquired on day one. 
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·  An Introduction to Navigation. 

·  Exploring the Local Area using Maps and GPS. 

·  To Stonethwaite and Beyond  

·  Bringing the Outdoors into the Classroom - linking GPS to ICT 

·  Rocks, Rivers and Ice. 

·  Man’s Past Impact on Borrowdale. 

·  The Natural Environment of Borrowdale. 
�

The above modules can be selected and combined to make an 
appropriate programme for your school dependent on your arrival and 
departure times. A minimum course fee will apply and some modules 
will be limited to a maximum number at any one time. Please contact 
YHA Borrowdale to discuss course requirements and fees. 

 

Prices from  

·  £15.00 plus VAT for a day visit.   

·  1 night (2 day) package from £55 

·  2 nights (3 day) package from £95  

 

Package includes:  

·  Full board  

·  Visits to the selected learning modules  

·  Free self-led activities 

 

Transport not included 

Please enquire about YHA Group Membership 
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Please select the options you wish to explore from the selection 
below.  All modules are provided by GPS Training.�
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This taster session investigates how to use maps, compass and GPS 
to explore an area.  Based in the grounds of the hostel this module 
incorporates a series of fun activities that assist with learning how to 
measure distance and direction.  

As each activity is successfully completed a sticker will be placed on 
an achievement card with certificates awarded for Basic Navigational 
Skills. 

Duration:  1.5 hours 
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Put your map reading skills to the test! During a short walk of less 
than 3kms students will use a GPS trail to navigate their way around 
the local area. On route students answer a series of questions and 
find Geocaches to indicate that they can navigate accurately. 
Students will also be able to mark a specific location on the ground 
using GPS.  

Once the groups return the details of the tracked walks will be 
imported onto a digital map. We will then be able to see whether 
group members have achieved the Intermediate Navigation Skills 
certificate. 

Three walks are available to choose from and there will be no more 
than sixteen students to each group leader. Within each group every 
three students will have a GPS.  

Duration: 1.5 hours 
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Students can enjoy an afternoon’s walk following a GPS route into 
the stunning Langstrath valley.  

Small groups of students will be using a GPS to follow a pre-planned 
route which will allow them to discover the natural features of the 
landscape and how man has had influence on the environment. 
Questions can be answered and digital photos taken as evidence. 
Problem solving activities must be completed to achieve the 
Advanced Navigation Skills certificate.    

Duration: Half day 
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This is an evening session in which students discover how to import 
saved marks & tracks walked from the GPS into a digital mapping 
system. There will be a chance to integrate digital photos and other 
information onto maps. Using a digital map and an aerial photo map a 
3D fly through of the route walked can be made. Students will have 
opportunity to import their own collected data onto a computer, save it 
and take this back to school for follow up work. 

Duration: 1.5 hours (classroom based using laptops) 
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Following a GPS trail, the students will solve the mysteries of how the 
Borrowdale landscape has been formed by the work of rivers and ice 
on the local ancient rocks. At each correctly reached marker point 
there will be the chance to photograph and/or sketch the features and 
to interpret their formation. Once back at the YHA, this information 
can be imported to digital mapping to explain the story of the effect of 
natural forces on Borrowdale. 

Duration: Full day (to include classroom follow up) 
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People have lived in Borrowdale for hundreds of years. Following a 
GPS trail, the students will explore how man has exploited the natural 
resources of rocks, woods and land to make a living and to create the 
landscape we see today. We will visit a slate extraction area, ancient 
woodlands and a farming settlement during the day. Opportunity will 
be given to sketch and photograph points of interest and this 
information can be imported into a digital map back on the computers 
in the classroom. 

Duration: Full day 
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Enjoy a day exploring the natural environments of Borrowdale. The 
geography of Borrowdale has provided some rare habitats where 
species uncommon elsewhere can be found. Using a GPS trail take a 
journey though a variety of habitats and collect scientific information 
about them using data loggers and digital cameras. This information 
can be imported on to digital maps in the YHA classroom and used to 
create a project back at school. 

Duration: Full day�
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Please contact the Centre Manager for further details of these fun, 
motivational activities. 

·  Climbing/abseiling 

·  Kayaking 

·  Ghyll Scrambling 

·  Borrowdale Valley Challenge 

 
Use your evening to have fun and develop skills that can be 
transferred back into the school environment. For more information 
on costs etc, please contact the centre. 

·  Mattress Game 

·  Egg Launch 

·  Parachute Game 

·  Polaroid Challenge 

·  Kite-Making 

 
Make the most of your stay by exploring the local areas and maybe 
further a field.  

·  Honister slate mine tour 

·  Derwentwater Launch 

·  Keswick Spa 

·  Cumberland Pencil Museum 

·  The Puzzle Place 

·  Cars for the Stars 

·  Maryport Aquarium 

·  The Rum Story  

 
The following services are available: 

·  Free Leader Places 

·  Free Leader Support Pack  

·  Free Pre-inspection Visit 

·  Assistance with Risk Assessment 

·  Wet Weather Alternatives 
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The following facilities are available: 

·  Classroom with TV/Video, Whiteboard, OHP 

·  Safe grounds for ball games 

·  Wheel chair friendly with access to all public areas 

·  Hearing Loop, Braille/Tactile signage throughout the centre 

·  Metered Internet Access 

·  Comfortable lounge, dining room, excellent drying room 
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We are passionate about the meals we produce and that’s why all our 
food is prepared using fresh, seasonal ingredients, sourced 
locally where available, prepared and cooked to order. We offer 
flexible meal times to fit in with your itinerary and with prior notice, 
we are happy to cater for any special dietary requests.�
 
 
YHA helps to fund places for disadvantaged children, so they can join 
their friends or classmates on a residential visit with YHA. 

Our short application process makes applying for funding assistance 
easy. Applications are considered on the basis of the number of 
children in the group who are entitled to free school meals, or in a 
family that receives income support and/or housing benefit. Funding 
is subject to availability.  

For more information or to download an application form visit 
www.yha-breaks4kids.org.uk or call 01629 592 696. 

 
 
To make a booking and for further information call:  

01629 592 700  

or visit www.yhaschooltrips.org.uk �
�
�
 
YHA Borrowdale 
Longthwaite, Keswick, Cumbria, CA12 5XE 
 
Tel: 0845 371 9624 
Email: borrowdale@yha.org.uk 
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